Stories Shaping Peace Presentations:
Abstracts for Academic Papers

March 16th - Day 1: Trauma & Narratives

Collective Trauma and the Role of Narratives Told by Lithuanian Adults

Dr. Barbara Tedrow & Mrs. Jurgita Babarskiené
Cultural family narratives are often at the center of family discussions. The
discussions identify family traumas and their effect on family members' beliefs and
behavior for generations. The retold family stories foster understanding and
reinterpretation of events and often transform social conflict, allowing people to find ways
to deal with difficulties and uncertainty.By making meaning of terror and painful loss such
as war and forced sudden immigration, severe traumas embedded within Lithuania's
collective consciousness. This is true of Lithuanian nationals and the Lithuanians who
immigrated, terrorized by loss, lack of information,and desperation for work.No matter
the age, the demanded horrific long-term changes with a place create fear and instability.
As generations pass away, it is important to hear and write down the family stories in
order to help the next generations understand and deal with the traumas they and their
families have experienced, since those are transmitted intergenerationally. Even if the
next generations do not know about the family and cultural traumas, they still continue to
be affected by them, as reflected in high suicide numbers and other social problems in
Lithuania.
Traumas destroy the meaningfulness of a person's world and increase their

tendency toward silence, fear of ambiguity and differences, stigmatization, and yearning
torelate exclusively to people like themselves. Such behaviors suggest fear of long-term

change. Researchers who study behaviors associated with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
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(PTSD) have found that varieties of traumatic events can produce prolonged adverse
psychological consequences, with possible enduring collective costs within a cultural
context.

This paper analyses the themes in the narratives of thirty-one adults of Lithuanian
heritage who emigrated to the USA between the ages of 41 to 80 who have attended
college or university. Their voices in the stories are of a wound that changed their way of
thinking due to uncertainty, lack of control, and stigma. The narratives at times relate to
magic, religion and superstition, as the participants attempt to make sense of what
appears irrational.Their storytelling reflects their efforts to find meaning in what
happened both collectively and individually. The paper on collective trauma and the
building of family narratives is about finding ways to belong while transforming the silence

encountered with the trauma.
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Kolektyviné trauma ir naratyvy vaidmuo, pagal suaugusius lietuvius
Dr. Barbara Tedrow ir Jurgita Babarskiené

Kultdriniai Seimos naratyvai daznai yra Seimos diskusijy centre. Diskusijose
jvardijamos Seimos traumos ir jy poveikis Seimos nariy jsitikinimams ir elgesiui, darancios
jtaka kartoms. Perpasakotos Seimos istorijos skatina supratima ir i$ naujo interpretuoja
jvykius, daznai kei€ia socialinius konfliktus, leidzian€ius Zmonéms rasti bady, kaip
susidoroti su sunkumais ir neapibréztumu. Jprasmindami terora ir skaudzias netektis, kaip
kara ar tremtj, jtraukiame sunkias traumas j Lietuvos kolektyvine samone. Tai pasakytina
apie Lietuvos pilie€ius ir imigravusius Lietuvius, terorizuotus netekdiy, informacijos stokos
ir desperacija darbui. Nepriklausomai nuo amzZiaus, ilgalaikiai vietos pokyc¢iai sukelia
baime ir nestabiluma. Kartoms senstant, svarbu isgirsti ir uzsiradyti Seimos istorijas tam,
kad kitos kartos suprasty ir susidoroty su jy ir jy Seimos patirtomis traumomis, nes jos
perduodamos i$ kartos j karta. Net jei ateinan€ios kartos nezino apie Seimos ir kultrines
traumas, jos vis tiek jas lie€ia. Tai atsispindi savizudybés statistikoje bei kitose socialinése
problemose Lietuvoje.

Traumos griauna Zmogaus pasaulio prasminguma ir padidina jo polinkj j tyla,
dviprasmybiy ir skirtumy baime, stigmatizacija ir ilgesj bendrauti tik su tokiais Zmonémis,
kaip jie patys. Toks elgesys rodo ilgalaikio pokyc&io baime. Elgesio tyréjai, tiriantys su
potrauminio streso sutrikimu susijusia elgseng nustaté, kad jvairGs trauminiai jvykiai gali
sukelti ilgalaikiy neigiamy psichologiniy pasekmiy su galimybe patirti kolektyviniy islaidy
kultdriniame kontekste.

Siame darbe nagrinéjama 31-o suaugusio lietuvio, emigravusio j JAV tarp 41-ties ir

80-ties mety amzZiaus, éjusio j kolegija ar universiteta, naratyvo tematika. Jy pasakojamose
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istorijose jau€iamos Zaizdos, kurios pakeité jy mastymo biida dél neapibréztumo,
kontrolés stokos ir stigmos. Naratyvai kartais siejasi su magija, religija ir prietarais, nes
dalyviai bando suprasti tai, kas neracionalu. Jy pasakojimai atspindi jy pastangas rasti
jvykiy prasme tiek kolektyviai, tiek asmeniskai. Sis akademinis darbas apie kolektyvine
trauma ir Seimos naratyvy kiirima - priklausymo bidy paieska, transformuojant traumos

metu patirta tyla.
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March 16th - Day 1: Trauma & Narratives
Crossing the Divide: Comparing History Hikes as a Means of Transforming Historical
Narratives in the Middle East, Central Europe, and North America
Prof Eugene Richard Sensenig - Gender, Communications and Global Mobility (GCGM)
studies unit

Faculty of Law and Political Science, Notre Dame University - esensenig@ndu.edu.lb

The goal of this paper is to discuss the role of ‘History Hikes’ in particular, and
‘Thanatourism’ in general, in promoting conflict transformation and peacebuilding. It will
use a comparative approach linking Lebanon, Austria, and Switzerland, as well as the
United States. The presentation is both reflective and evidence based. The empirical
results for the research involved are taken primarily from original work done ona 11 year
long youth dialogue project focusing on the Armenian Genocide, bringing together
participants from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Lebanon, Syria, and Turkey, but also diaspora
youth from North America and the EU, i.e. the Musa Dagh History Hike (MD). The
comparative perspective will be largely provided through collaboration with the Alpine
Peace Crossing (APC) in my ‘second home’ of Salzburg Austria, dealing with the
post-Holocaust migration of Jews who were forced out of Central and Eastern Europe in
the mid-1940s. Along with these two specific examples of thanatourism related to my
concrete experience, reference will be made to role models in Switzerland, documenting
the smuggling of refugees from the Third Reich, and history hikes in the US dealing with to
the trans-Atlantic slave trade and the genocide against the Native American population.

The Musa Dagh project is directly related to the role of literature in dealing with

inter-generational trauma among the third and fourth generation Armenian Genocide


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/299642412_The_Musa_Dagh_History_Hike_Truth-Telling_Dialogue_and_Thanatourism
http://alpinepeacecrossing.org/en/17917-2/
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survivors in Lebanon. Building on the history hike project starting in 2010, it also presents
for the first time a detailed assessment of the Caux Forum’s Armenian-Kurdish-Turkish
youth dialogue sessions (AKT Dialogue) which built on the history hikes as of 2015. The
presentation will illustrate how Franz Werfel’s epic novel, The Forty Days of Musa Dagh
(Vienna 1933) was used to help young Armenians process the history of the Genocide
together with fellow hikers of Arab, Muslim and European background. It will also track
how this foundation was used to plan and carry out annual dialogue sessions in the
Initiative of Change (lofC) conference center in Caux Switzerland dealing with both
historical experience and events related to the conflicts in the Caucuses during the 2010s.
By linking the Musa Dagh project to the experience of Jews forced to leave Europe during
the post-WW |l pogroms, an attempt is currently being made to illustrate the need in the
Middle East to deal with racismin all its forms. This is especially significant because
Werfel himself remains controversial in Lebanon because of his Jewish background.
Finally, the three role models for the Musa Dagh history hike will be discussed in
order to illustrate their foundational significance and how various approaches to
thanatourism are interrelated. These hikes include, but are not limited to, the pioneer APC
in 1997 in which | participated to commemorate the flight of the Jewish Holocaust
survivors 50 years earlier in 1947, the 1988 Swiss history hike in connection with the
“Uber die Grenzen, Alltag und Widerstand im Schweizer Exil” (Over the Border: Daily life
and resistance in Swiss exil) project marking the 50th anniversary of the Anschluss of
Austria by Nazi Germany, and lofC Caux conferences in which | participated highlighting

the ‘Hope in the Cities’ support for the Richmond Slave Trail in Virginia.


https://www.iofc.ch/armenian-kurdish-turkish-dialogue
http://www.agos.com.tr/en/article/16023/turkish-armenian-dialogue-in-switzerland
https://books.google.com.lb/books/about/%C3%9Cber_die_Grenzen.html?id=X7WEAAAAIAAJ&redir_esc=y
https://www.iofc.ch/stories/1992-hope-cities
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Takoskyros perzengimas - istoriniy Zygiy palyginimas kaip istoriniy naratyvy
transformavimo priemoné Artimuosiuose Rytuose, Vidurio Europoje ir Siaurés
Amerikoje
Eugene Richard Sensenig - ly€iy lygybés, susikirtimo ir jvairovés valdymo moksly sritis
Teisés ir politikos moksly katedros Notre Dame Libano universitete déstytojas

- esensenig@ndu.edu.lb

Sio pranesimo tikslas yra aptarti istoriniy Zygiy ir tamsiojo turizmo vaidmen;
skatinant konflikty transformacija ir taikos kdirima. Siame tyrime naudojamas lyginamasis
metodas, siejantis Libana, Austrija, Sveicarija ir JAV. Pristatymas yra refleksinis bei
pagrijstas jrodymais. Empiriniai tyrimo rezultatai pirmiausia paimti i$ projekto, tyrusio 11
mety trukusio jaunimo dialoga apie armény genocida. Dialoge dalyvavo jaunimas i$
Armeénijos, Azerbaidzano, Libano, Sirijos ir Turkijos, be to ir diasporoje esantis jaunimas is
Siaurés Amerikos ir ES, ty. ,Musa Dagh istorinis Zygis.“ Lyginamoji perspektyva teikiama
bendradarbiaujant su ,Alpine Peace Crossing” (APC) is Zalcburgo, Austrijos (mano ,antryjy
namy"), démesys skiriamas ketvirtojo deSimtmecio viduryje vykusiai priverstinei Zydy po
holokaustinei migracijai i$ Vidurio ir Ryty Europos. Kartu su Siais dviem konkreciais
tamsiojo turizmo pavyzdziais, susijusiais su mano konkrecia patirtimi, pristatyme minimi ir
sektiniai pavyzdziai i$ Sveicarijos, dokumentuojant pabégeéliy perkélima i Trediojo Reicho
ir i$ JAV, istoriniai zygiai, susije su transatlantine vergy prekyba ir indény genocidu.

»,Musa Dagh" projektas tiesiogiai susijes su literatliros vaidmeniu sprendziant tarp
karty patirtas traumas tarp treciosios ir ketvirtosios kartos armény genocida iSgyvenusiy
Libane gyvenandiy asmeny. Remiantis 2010-aisiais prasidéjusiu istorijos zygiy projektu,

pirma karta pateikiamos iSsamus Caux forumo tarp armény, kurdy ir turky jaunimo,


mailto:esensenig@ndu.edu.lb
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dialogo sesijy (AKT dialogas), kuriomis buvo grjsti 2015-yjy istorijos Zygiai, jvertinimas.
Pristatymas iliustruoja, kaip Franzo Verfelio epinis romanas ,Keturiasdesimt Musa Dagh
dieny” (angl. ,Forty Days of Musa Dagh"), isleistas Vienoje 1933-aisiais metais, buvo
panaudotas siekiant padéti jauniems arménams, kartu su araby, musulmony ir europieciy
kilmés keliautojais suprasti genocido istorija. Taip pat buvo stebima, kaip tai naudojama
planuojant ir vykdant metines dialogo sesijas ,Poky¢iy iniciatyvos” (angl. ,Iniciative of
Change*, lofC) konferencijy centre Caux miestelyje, Sveicarijoje, nagrinéjant istorine
patirtj ir jvykius, susijusius su konfliktais Kaukazo regione XX amziaus 2-ajme
desimtmetyje. Susiejant ,Musa Dagh" projekta su Europa po Antrojo pasaulinio karo
priversty palikti Zydy patirtimi bandoma iliustruoti poreikj kovoti su visomis rasizmo
formomis Artimuosiuose Rytuose. Tai ypac svarbu, nes pats Verfelis Libane islieka
kontraversiska asmenybe dél savo zydy kilmés.

Galiausiai bus aptarti trys ,Musa Dagh" istorinio Zygio pavyzdziai, siekiant
iliustruoti jy pagrindine reiksme bei kaip susije jvairs pozidriai j tamsyjj turizma. Sie Zygiai
apima, bet neapsiriboja, ,APC" pradininko kelione 1997-aisiais, kuriame dalyvavau minint
50-ties mety zydy holokausto isgyvenusiyjy iseivija, vykusig 1947-aisiais, 1988-aisiais
vykusj Sveicarijos istorinj Zygj, susijusj su ,Uber die Grenzen, Alltag und Widerstand im
Schweizer Exil“ (liet. Uz sienos. Kasdienis gyvenimas ir pasipriesinimas Sveicarijos
tremtyje”) 50-yjy Austrijos prijungima prie nacistinés Vokietijos metiniy minéjima ir lofC
Caux konferencijas, kuriose dalyvavau, pabrézdamas ,Hope in the Cities“ parama

Riémondo vergy keliui Virginijoje.
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March 17th - Day 2: From the Field and Students
Facilitated Dialogue as a Safe Space for Sharing Stories. The Ukrainian context
Dr. Tetiana Kalenychenko & Dr. Lidiya Lozova

In the framework of the hybrid armed conflict in Ukraine that has lasted since
2014, narratives have been taking a leading role in forming the overall understanding of
the conflict’s context. This does not only include media narratives and narratives formed
by official parties’ representatives, but also informal everyday talks and sharing of
personal stories. The field of information is shaped by post-Socialist and post-Soviet
paradigm of thinking and culture of competition; this impacts peacebuilding interventions,
too. Typically, even in the context of a family there is not much space to talk safely about
difficult issues, taboos, and dilemmas.

One of the possibilities to touch upon the issue of the “other” side and reflect on
one’s own experience is dialogue spaces. By dialogue spaces we mean facilitated reunions
of people, which can start with discussing and resolving a practical local issue and grow
into an existential talk.

Since 2016, we have led the “Dialogue in Action” initiative, whose aim is to develop
dialogue culture in small territorial communities of Ukraine involving secular and religious
leaders. There are several successful cases when the initiative helped to create safe
spaces for sharing thoughts among local authorities, business representatives, social
activists, veterans and IDPs, youth, and other community groups. One of the initiative’s
success stories is the formation of an inter-Christian group of military chaplains who are

ready to cooperate with each other even though it is not possible on the public level. The
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experience of the armed conflict, trauma and loss provides an opportunity to share their
stories and even to dream about possible future and deep peace together.

Dialogas su tarpininku kaip saugi erdveé dalintis istorijomis - ukrainie€iy kontekstas
Dr. Tetiana Kalenychenko & Dr. Lidiya Lozova

Hibridinio ginkluoto konflikto Ukrainoje, prasidéjusi dar 2014-aisiais ir
besitesiancio iki Siol, kontekste, naratyvai vaidina pagrindinj vaidmenj formuojant bendra
konflikto konteksto suvokima. Tai apima ne tik Ziniasklaidos ir suformuotus oficialiy
partijy atstovy naratyvus, bet ir neformalius kasdienius pokalbius ir asmenines istorijas.
Informacijos lauka formuoja posocialistiné ir posovietiné mastymo paradigmair
konkurencijos kultdra, daranti jtaka ir taikos kGrimui. Jprastai net Seimos kontekste néra
daug erdvés saugiam pokalbiui apie sudétingas problemas, tabu temas ar dilemas.

Viena is$ galimybiy aptarti §j ,kito“ klausima ir apmastyti asmenine patirtj yra
dialogo erdvés sukirimas. Dialogo erdvé - tai vieta, kurioje vyksta tarpininko vedami
susitikimai tarp Zmoniy, €ia galima pradéti aptarti vietines problemas, jy sprendimo badus,
tai gali iSaugti ir j egzistencinj pokalbj.

Nuo 2016-yjy, vadovaujame iniciatyvai ,Dialogue in Action®, kurios tikslas - plétoti
dialogo kulttirg Ukrainos teritorinése bendruomenése, jtraukiant sekuliarius ir religinius
lyderius. Turime keletg s€kmés istorijy, kai masy iniciatyva padéjo sukruti saugias erdves
dalintis mintimis tarp vietinés valdzios, verslo atstovy, socialiniy aktyvisty, veterany ir
Salies viduje perkeltyjy asmeny, jaunimo ir kity bendruomenés grupiy. Viena is tokiy
istorijy yra tarpkriks&ioniskos kariniy kapeliony grupés, kuri yra pasirengusi

bendradarbiauti tarpusavyje, net jei tai néra jmanoma visuomeniniu lygmeniu, sukdrimas.
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March 17th - Day 2: From the Field and Students
The Endorsement of Conspiracy Theories as Shared Historical Narratives within
African-Americans
Jessica Delia
Conspiracy theories are not a new phenomenon. There are a myriad of

psychological factors that contribute to the endorsement of belief in conspiracy theories
but their gross popularity within the mainstream suggests that the prevalence of
conspiracy belief is not solely derived from psychological dysfunction or erroneous
thinking. Conspiracy theories are not specific to Western culture, as all over the globe and
throughout each generation, societal crisis situations have and continue to occur (e.g.,
wars, natural disasters, revolutions, terrorist attacks, economic recessions) and thus,
conspiracy theories surge after such tumultuous events and situations. Crisis situations
tend to drive people to generate sense-making narratives that become a subjective
impression of history and some researchers suggest that conspiracy theories are derived
from these narratives. Marginalized groups (e.g., African-Americans, Muslims, Jews) have
atendency to endorse conspiracy theories to a larger degree than their majority
counterparts. Historically, African-Americans have felt ostracized and mistreated, and
threatened by political and racially driven movements throughout U. S. history. Therefore,
conspiracy theories have become deeply embedded within Black American culture. This
qualitative study sought to explore the prevalence of the endorsement of conspiracy
belief within AfricanAmericans as a response to collective trauma and how such a belief
serves as a coping mechanism that enables the participant to make sense out of the

uncertainty that arises from such events. Collective trauma and the adoption of
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conspiracy belief in African-Americans may have developed as a response to a tumultuous
past which includes slavery and later perpetual acts of inequality and mistreatment. The
implication is that the collective trauma and grief is never too far from the group’s
conscious. Thus, conspiracy theories become a shared historical narrative that informs
how this particular group views society, the world that they inhabit and the place that they
hold within it.

Samokslo teorijy kaip bendry istoriniy naratyvy tarp afroamerikiec€iy patvirtinimas

Jessica Delia

Samokslo teorijos néra naujas reiskinys. Yra begalé psichologiniy veiksniy,
prisidedanciy prie tikéjimo samokslo teorijomis, taciau didelis jy populiarumas daugumos
tarpe rodo, kad Sis paplitimas néra kiles tik i$ psichologinés disfunkcijos ar klaidingo
mastymo. Sagmokslo teorijos néra budingos tik Vakary kultirai, nes visame pasaulyje ir
kiekvienoje kartoje pasitaiko visuomeninés krizinés situacijos (pavyzdziui, karai, stichinés
nelaimés, revoliucijos, teroristiniai iSpuoliai, ekonomikos nuosmukiai). Taigi, po tokiy
audringy jvykiy ir situacijy pakyla ir tikéjimas samokslo teorijomis. Krizinés situacijos
galimai skatina Zmones kurti prasmingus naratyvus, kurie tampa subjektyvia ir jspldinga
istorija, kai kurie tyrinétojai teigia, kad i Siy pasakojimy ir iSvedamos samokslo teorijos.

Marginalizuotos grupés, tokios kaip afroamerikieciai, musulmonai ar Zydai, yra
labiau linke tikéti samokslo teorijomis nei didzioji dalis jy kolegy. Istoriskai,
afroamerikiecCiai jautési atstumti, su jais buvo netinkamai elgiamasi, per visg JAV istorija
jiems grasina jvairQs politiniai ir rasiniai judéjimai. Todél samokslo teorijos giliai jsitvirtino

ir juodaodziy amerikiegiy kultdroje. Siuo kokybiniu tyrimu buvo siekta istirti, kaip
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afroamerikieciai pritaria samokslo teorijoms kaip atsaku j kolektyvine trauma ir kaip toks
jsitikinimas veikia kaip jveikos mechanizmas, leidZiantis dalyviui suvokti dél tokiy jvykiy
atsirandantj neapibréztuma. Kolektyviné trauma ir afroamerikieciy tikéjimas samokslo
teorijomis galéjo issivystyti kaip atsakas j audringa praeitj, apimancia vergija ir vélesne
nuolatine nelygybe ir netinkama elges;j. Tai reiskia, kad kolektyviné trauma ir sielvartas
niekad neatitolsta nuo grupinio samoningumo. Taigi, sgmokslo teorijos tampa bendru
istoriniu naratyvu, kuris informuoja, kaip Si konkreti grupé Zidiri j visuomene, j pasaulj,

kuriame jie gyvenaiir j vieta, kurig jame uzima.
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March 17th - Day 2: From the Field and Students
Existential Meaning and its Mediation of Fear and Governance

Jesse DiBlasi

For at least the last two hundred years theologians and existentialists have
theorized that without the acknowledgment or belief in a transcendental force or
authority people struggle to affirm their meaning. The advent of enlightenment
philosophy and cartesianism although once thought to aid in the knowing of meaning has
unintendedly made it more elusive. Political philosophers, beginning with Hobbes and
ranging to Arendt and Shklar have attached themselves to this phenomena and sought to
provide solutions and clarity. The underlying assumption of these theorists is that
governmental actors and the people try to influence one another in reference to the
people’s structure of meaning. A person’s structure of meaning consists of their ethics and
morality derived from their belief system. Modern era political philosophers have argued
that in the lack of a common unifying transcendental belief or identity governments have
resorted to narratives of fear to serve as the unifying force. These narratives of fear are
often characterized by securitization, i.e. fear of some other. The implication of this study’s
theoretical framework is that it is not necessarily one’s particular belief system that
enables them to overcome narratives offear, rather it is the nature of their structure of
meaning. It is universal values such as “liberty” and “love thy neighbor” (founded in some
transcendental authority) that enables one to trust and not fear others. However, this
becomes less likely to remain true as certain belief systems and their particular values
seemingly become less common. Therefore, the importance of sharing one’s narrative and

values in constructive dialogue is critical in overcoming the fear of one another.
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Furthermore, to strengthen the advocacy for narrative and value sharing, and perhaps
exploring the idea of a transcendental authority, it is important to show that a satisfying
structure of meaning can aid the overcoming of fear. Even though the theorizing of
existential meaning and its relationship with the efficacy of governance is relatively clear
it remains theory alone. This study aims to qualitatively and empirically support the
theory that the integrity of one’s structure of meaning, derived from their belief system,
mediates their perception and preference of ethical governance. This research is guided
by the question, are people who possess a satisfying structure of meaning more resistant
to propaganda and narratives of political fear?

Egzistenciné prasmé bei jos tarpininkavimas tarp baimés ir valdzios

Jesse DiBlasi

Pastaruosius du Simtus mety teologai ir egzistencialistai gvildena teorija, kad be
transcendentinés jégos pripazinimo ir tikéjimo ja ar jos autoritetu, Zzmonéms yra sunku
jprasminti savo gyvenimus. Apsvietos filosofijos ir kartezianizmo pasirodymas, nors
kadaise padéjes rasti prasme, dabar jg nesamoningai paverté sunkiai suprantama.
Politiniai filosofai, kaip Hobbes, Arendt ir Shklar susitapatino su Siuo reiskiniu ir sieké
pateikti sprendimus bei aiSkumo. Pagrindiné Siy teoretiky prielaida yra ta, kad
vyriausybés veikéjai ir Zzmonés bando daryti jtaka kity prasmés struktiroms. Asmens
prasmés struktiirg sudaro jo etika ir moralé, kylangios i$ jsitikinimy sistemos. Siuolaikinés
eros politikos filosofai tvirtina, kad nesant bendro vienijan€io transcendentinio tikéjimo ar
tapatybés, vyriausybés griebési baime persmelkty naratyvy tam, kad suvienyty

visuomene. Tokiems baimés naratyvams daznai bidingas saugumo elementas ,kito"“ kaina.
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Sio tyrimo teorinés sistemos i§vada, kad nebditina turéti konkregia tikéjimo sistema norint
jveikti baimés naratyva. Verc&iau tam tikslui pasitarnauja prasmeés struktdros prigimtis.
Bitent universalios vertybés tokios kaip ,laisvé“ ir ,mylék savo artima" (randamos kai
kuriuose transcendentiniuose autoritetuose) jgalina pasitikéti kitais ir nebijoti. Taciau,
maziau tikétina, kad tai isliks tiesa, nes tam tikros tikéjimo sistemos ir jy konkrecios
vertybés tampa vis retesnés. Todél ,norint jveikti vienas kito baime, svarbu
konstruktyviame dialoge dalytis savo pasakojimu ir vertybémis. Be to, norint sustiprinti
naratyvo ir vertybiy dalijimosi propagavima ir galbGt tyrinéjant transcendentinio
autoriteto idéja, svarbu parodyti, kad patenkinama prasmeés struktira gali padéti jveikti
baime. Nors egzistencinés reikSmés teorija ir jos sgsaja su valdymo efektyvumu yra gana
aiski, ji taip ir lieka tik teorija. Siuo tyrimu siekiama kokybiskai ir empiriskai paremti
teorija, kad prasmeés struktiros vientisumas, kiles is jsitikinimy sistemos, tarpininkauja jy
suvokimui ir pirmenybei etiniam valdymui. Sis tyrimas vadovaujasi klausimu, ar Zmonés,
turintys patenkinancig prasmeés struktlra yra atsparesni propagandai ir politinés baimés

naratyvams?

March 18th - Day 3: Interreligious Dialogues and Narratives
How Personal Stories are an Effective Tool for Conflict Transformation
Carol Grossman
| will discuss how personal stories can serve as tools for conflict transformation and
share stories from my work in the field using personal stories as peacebuilding tools.
Conflict affects how we see each other. Conflicts can cause parties to be unaware

of each other, to develop enemy stereotypes and to have defenses against seeing the
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humanity and valid concerns of the “other” Through lack of exposure, social cleavages,
educational processes, media and more, history can be white-washed, and people
rendered invisible to each other. Parties to the conflict are often ignorant of each other’s
experiences and valid concerns. Experiences with the “other” may reinforce defenses
against opening to a wider truth horizon and keep people tightly confined to their own
limited sense of reality.

Sharing personal stories can be an important first step in enabling people who are
ignorant about the “other” to widen their horizons and raise their awareness. Personal
stories can be less threatening than other forms of communication amidst conflict,
allowing listeners and readers to open up and expand their horizons and sense of reality.
Personal stories are small enough to digest. Personal stories are not an attack. The
listener listens to a story. The listener imagines a story. Listening and imagining are
penetrating processes that can change the listener’s way of seeing and prying open the
closed mind to be more open and to entertain new ideas and ways of seeing and thinking.
This can lead to profound change enabling an ignorant person to be transformed into an
aware and knowledgeable person who can thereafter engage more constructively with
“the other” and ultimately become an ally and possibly a leader in building a positive
shared future.

Story-based dialogue can enable groups in conflict to engage in constructive
encounters. There is room for more than one personal story and this can enable people in
conflict to share with each other and listen to each other. My personal story can coexist
alongside your personal story without invalidating each other. This type of engagement

can also enable storytellers to express painful experiences and release trauma, a critical
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component of sustainable peacebuilding. Additionally, personal stories can highlight
positive experiences with the “other” as a way to present a vision of the hoped for future
relationship.

| will share stories and lessons learned from my experience as a conflict
transformation practitioner using personal stories as peacebuilding tools in a variety of
contexts including Israeli-Palestinian peacebuilding, interreligious dialogue, U.S.
multicultural relations, and post-conflict reconciliation between Bosnians, Serbians and
Croatians. | will use metaphors, folktales and vignettes to describe how personal stories

operate as a uniquely powerful tool for peacemaking.
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Asmeniniy istorijy kaip konflikty transformavimo jrankio veiksmingumas
Carol Grossman

Aptarsiu, kaip asmeninés istorijos gali tapti konflikty transformavimo jrankiu bei
pasidalinsiu istorijomis i$ savo darbo srities, naudodama asmenines istorijas kaip taikos
kdrimo jrankj.

Konfliktas daro jtaka tam, kaip matome vienas kita. Dél konflikty abejos pusés gali
nezinoti viena apie kitg, gali susikurti prieso stereotipus ir taip noréti apsisaugoti nuo
Zmogisky ir pagristy ,kito“ problemy matymo. Dél nepakankamo Zinomumo, socialinés
atskirties, Svietimo procesy, ziniasklaidos ir kt., istorija gali bati ,iSbalinta“, Zmonés tapti
vieni kitiems nematomais. Konflikte dalyvaujandios pusés daznai néra susipazinusios su
viena kitos patirtimi ir pagrjstais rapesciais. ,Kito“ patyrimas gali sustiprinti gynybine
reakcija ir neleisti suvokti platesnés tiesos, Zzmonés lieka suvarzyti savo paciy riboto
tikrovés jausmo.

Dalijimasis asmeninémis istorijomis gali biti svarbus pirmas Zingsnis Zmoniy, kurie
nezino apie ,kitg" jgalinimo, sgmoningumo link. Jy akiratis galéty prasiplésti, o
sgmoningumas padidéti. Asmeninés istorijos gali bGti maZiau grésmingos nei kitos
bendravimo formos konflikto metu, leidZiancios klausytojams ir skaitytojams atsiverti ir
plésti savo akiratj bei tikrovés jausma. Asmeninés istorijos yra pakankamai nedidelés, jas
lengva ,suvirskinti®. Jy tikslas néra uzpulti kita puse. Klausytojas paprasc¢iausiai klausosi
istorijos ir bando jg jsivaizduoti. Klausymasis ir jsivaizdavimas yra skvarbis procesai,
galintys pakeisti klausytojo pozidrj ir atverti uzdara prota, leisti bGti atviresniems naujoms

idéjoms bei mastymo blidams. Tai gali lemti esminius poky¢ius, leidZiancius
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nesuprantanciam asmeniui tapti sgmoningu, kuris véliau gali konstruktyviau bendrauti su
LKitu“ ir galiausiai tapti jo sajungininku, o galbat ir lyderiu kuriant teigiama bendra ateit;.

Pasakojimais pagrijstas dialogas gali padéti konfliktuojan€ioms grupéms
konstruktyviai dalyvauti bendruose susidirimuose. Visada bus vietos daugiau nei vienai
asmeninei istorijai, todél konfliktuojantys Zmonés gali pasidalinti vieni su kitais ir klausytis
vieni kity. Mano asmeniné istorija gali egzistuoti kartu su jlsy asmenine istorija, jos
nepadaro viena kitos nepagrjstomis ar nepilnavertémis. Toks jsitraukimas taip pat gali
padeéti iSreiksti skaudzig patirtj ir iSsilaisvinti i$ traumos, o tai yra esminé tvaraus taikos
kdrimo sudedamoji dalis. Be to, asmeninés istorijos gali iSryskinti teigiama patirtj su ,kitu“
ir taip pateikti tikétiny blsimy santykiy atstatymo vizija.

Pasidalinsiu istorijomis ir iSmoktomis pamokomis is savo kaip konflikto
transformacijos praktikés patirties, kur naudoju asmenines istorijas kaip taikos kdrimo
jrankius jvairiose srityse ir jvairiuose kontekstuose, jskaitant Izraelio ir Palestinos taikos
kdrima, tarpreliginj dialoga, JAV daugiakultdrinius santykius ir pokonfliktinj bosniy, serby
ir kroaty susitaikyma. Asmeniniy istorijy kaip unikaliai galingy taikos kdrimo jrankiy

apibddinimui naudosiu metaforas, pasakas ir trumpus aprasymus.
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March 18th - Day 3: Interreligious Dialogues and Narratives

Photovoice and Narratives of Freedom of Religion and Belief, Conflict, and

Reconciliation
Rev. Justin Meyers

The old adage of “a picture is worth a thousand words” takes on deep meaning
when the use of photographs helps to shape the narrative of freedom of religion and belief
in contexts where these values are not fully realized. This paper will explore the use of, and
the results of, a Photovoice project that was implemented in Pakistan to help understand
the nature of religious freedom in Pakistan. It was used to create empathy between
participants of different religions and shared hope for a more religiously tolerant and
harmonious Pakistan. Through this project, narratives were created that are continuing to
help shape the conversation about religious tolerance in communities that experience
religious tension and conflict.

The project included primarily Muslims and Christians as they explored their
individual beliefs and practices by telling stories about photographs they had taken.
Participants took a deep dive into the diverse realities of religious practices in Pakistan,
and through sharing their personal stories they formed new relationships and joined
together to positively affect change in their communities. They were able to highlight
positive ways their religious communities were able to work together and address the
challenges their diverse communities faced.

Examples of narratives that emerged from this project include Muslims and
Christians coming to new realizations about the nature of each religion, a Muslim

instructor of Criminology changing his research focus and his teaching methods to
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increase empathy in his students for religious minorities, and a Muslim scholar and the
spouse of a Christian government official joining together in analyzing loopholes in laws
that are intended to provide for religious freedom in Pakistan.

After presenting the case study and the results of the project, the paper will then
explore possibilities of using photovoice as a methodology of sharing narratives of conflict
and reconciliation. For many Muslims and Christians, the theology and practice of
reconciliation runs deeply in their religious tradition. The paper will present general
strokes of these theologies and practice and then discuss the potential application of
photovoice to share narratives around reconciliation theologies and practices in
communities affected by conflict.

Finally, this paper will ask participants to reflect on their own practices of sharing
narratives and explore ways photovoice might be a helpful framework for their work and
will experience the technique using photographs provided by participants and the

presenter.
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Foto balso metodas ir pasakojimai apie religijos ir tikéjimo laisve, konfliktus ir
susitaikyma
Rev. Justin Meyers

Senasis posakis ,,Nuotrauka verta tikstancio Zodziy“ jgauna gilesne prasme, kai
fotografijy panaudojimas padeda formuoti religijos ir tikéjimo laisvés naratyva
kontekstuose, kuriuose $ios vertybés néra iki galo jsisamonintos. Siame pristatyme bus
nagrinéjami Foto balso metodo projekto, jgyvendinto Pakistane ir panaudoto siekiant
padéti suprasti religijos laisvés pobidj Pakistane, rezultatai. Projektas buvo naudojamas
siekiant sukruti empatija tarp skirtingy religijy dalyviy ir dalintis viltimi dél
tolerantiskesnio ir harmoniskesnio religijai Pakistano. Vykdant $j projekta buvo sukurti
naratyvai, ir toliau padedantys palaikyti pokalbj apie religine tolerancija bendruomenése,
kurios patiria religine jtampa ir konfliktus.

Projekte daugiausia dalyvavo musulmonai ir kriks&ionys ir jie tyrinéjo savo
individulius jsitikinimus ir praktikas, pasakojo istorijas apie savo darytas nuotraukas.
Dalyviai jsigilino j jvairias Pakistano religiniy praktiky realijas, o dalindamiesi savo
asmeninémis istorijomis jie uzmezgé naujus santykius ir prisijungé kartu tam, kad
teigiamai paveikty pokycius jy bendruomenése. Jie sugebéjo pabrézti teigiamy bidy, kaip
jy religinés bendruomenés galéjo bendradarbiauti ir kartu spresti problemas bei isSUkius,
su kuriais susiduria jy jvairios bendruomenés.

Pasakojimy, atsiradusiy is Sio projekto, pavyzdziai: musulmonai ir krikS¢€ionys
atranda nauja suvokima apie kiekvienos religijos prigimtj; musulmonas kriminologijos
deéstytojas pakeicia savo tyrimy kryptj ir mokymo metodus tam, kad padidinty savo

mokiniy empatija religinéms mazumoms; musulmony mokslininko ir kriks&ionio
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vyriausybés pareiglino sutuoktinio bendradarbiavimas analizuojant jstatymy spragas,
kuriais siekiama uztikrinti religijos laisve Pakistane.

PristacCius atvejo analize ir projekto rezultatus, Sis akademinis darbas tirs galimybes
panaudoti Foto balso metoda kaip konflikto ir susitaikymo naratyvy dalijimosi metodika.
Daugeliui musulmony ir kriks€ioniy susitaikymo teologija ir praktika yra giliai
jsisaknijusios jy religinése tradicijose. Siame rasto darbe bus pristatytas bendrieji siy
teologijy ir praktiky potépiai, o tada bus aptarta galimybé pritaikyti Foto balso metoda,
skirta dalytis pasakojimais apie susitaikymo teologijas ir praktikas konflikty paveiktose
bendruomenése.

Galiausiai Siame tyrime dalyviy bus paprasyta apmastyti savo naratyvy dalijimosi
praktika, tyrinéti badus, kaip Foto balso metodas gali bati naudingas jy darbui, susipazins

su technika, naudodami dalyviy ir prane$éjo pateiktas nuotraukas.




